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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


K1CHARD CLAS K I 


LORD-MAYOR OF THE CITY OF LONDON, 
A N D 
PRESIDENT OF CHRIS T's HOSPITAL. 


My LORD, 


| 1 Beg leave to preſent the following Diſcourſe to your LoxDs HI. 
The favourable manner in which your LoxDsn1P, and the reſt ; 
of the very reſpectable Audience, before whom it was delivered, 


condeſcended to notice it, induces me to hope, that it will experience 
the ſame indulgence, now it comes forth from the preſs. 


J am not ſo vain as to impute it's kind reception to any other 
cauſe, than to the Candour which is never denied to a good 


intention, by perſons of liberal minds; and to the veneration in 

which the GovERNORS of the Royar HoseiTaALs hold the 
Memory of the 11.LUusTRIOUs vouNG MONARCH, to whoſe 
virtues and abilitics it bears a grateful and deſerved teſtimony. 


That your LoRDSHlP may long preſide over the ancient 
Foundation of CurisT's-HosPITAL, and that it may flouriſh 
under your Loxpsn1y's direction, is the unfeigned wiſh, and hearty 
prayer of, 
My LokRvD, ; 


Your LORDSHIP's 


% 


Very obedient, and humble Servant, 


SON COLLEGE, JOHN PRINCE. 
October 29, 1785. | 
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GLORY 10 GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, 


GOOD WILL TOWARDS MEN. 


T IH E Religion of Jesus was intended to promote the Glory of 

God, and the happineſs of Mankind. It was the conſtant 
employment of the Saviour, in the days of his fleſh,” to advance 
theſe noble ends; and whereſoever the Goſpel hath obtained in the 
world, it hath not failed to produce theſe bleſſed effects. 


We need only advert to the occaſion of this Day's Solemnity, 
to evince the truth of the obſervation. It affords a convincing 
proof of the tendency of Chriſtianity to bring © Glory to God in the 
« higheſt, to eſtabliſh peace on earth, and good will towards men.“ 


It would far exceed the limits of a Diſcourſe, to expatiate upon 


the utility of the ſeveral charitable inſtitutions, which we are here 
aſſembled to commemorate.—Nor ſhould it ſeem neceſſary.— TO 


inſtruct childhood, to provide remedies for bodily and mental 
diſorders, to correct the diſſolute, and to employ the indolent, are 
deſigns, which ſpeak their own excellence ; and for theſe ſalutary 
purpoſes were the Ro YAL Hos PITATLS, under YOUR care, 


founded by the EVER-MEMORABLE EDWARD. 


1 

It will not, I truſt, be deemed improper for a Chriſtian Preacher, 
and it cannot be unſuitable to the Day, to pay a juſt tribute of reſpect 
to the Memory of the illuſtrious Founder, With great diffidence I 
undertake to draw a portrait from ſuch an original; but I flatter 
myſelf, that the Character of KinG EpwarD VI. requires not 
the embelliſhments of language, nor the powers of eloquence, to 
recommend it. To be admired and beloved, it need only to be ſet 
forth in the artleſs dreſs of ſimplicity and truth, 


The hiſtory of EDward's reign, (were this the proper place to 


_ dwell upon it) contains a detail of the infancy of the Reformed 


Religion; on which account, it becomes intereſting to every Pro- 
teftant. We may conſider that period of time, as the auſpicious 
ra, when the Holy Bible was tranſlated into the Engliſh tongue, 
and the .incomparable Liturgy of our excellent Church brought into 


"Sh +> 


On the advancement of E DW ARD to the throne of his royal 
Father, the Reformation (towards which there had been ſome ten- 
dencies in the preceding reign) was carried on with freſh vigour, 
Many good conſequences ſoon flowed from the zealous exertions 
of his Counſellors, and more would have followed, had not 
his Courtiers been the abject ſlaves of avarice and ambition, 
Actuated by mercenary motives, they flattered ED AR 's youth, 
and miſled his conſcience. They encouraged the Reformation, it 
is true, but not from a ſenſe of duty; they had their own worldly 


intereſt more at heart, than either the glory of God, the honour of 
the 


Bs BY | 
the King, or the public good. Their aim was to enrich themſelves 
with the wealth of the diſſolved monaſteries. Theſe religious 
houſes, it muſt be confeſſed, had accumulated immenſe riches ; 
and though they contributed largely to the relief of the indigent, 
they, at the ſame time, encouraged indolence and vice, by the 
indiſcriminate and injudicious diſtribution of their alms. 


To whom no ſmall portion of thoſe poſſeſſions ought, in juſtice, 
to have reverted, I ſhall not, at preſent, inquire ; but certain it is, 
that they were groſſly miſapplied, in the aggrandizement of rapacious 
' courtiers ; who neglected to impreſs upon EDwARD a reverence 
for things ſacred, at the ſame time that they inſtilled into his mind 
an abhorrence of image-worſhip; diſregarding the ſevere rebuke 
of the Great Apoſtle*; © Thou that abhorreſt idols, doſt thou 
« commit ſacrilege ?” The hope of redreſſing theſe grievances was 
built upon the promiſing virtues of the young king, and on the 
royal power being ſoon lodged in his own hands. f. He beheld 
with concern their ſacrilegious depredations, and did all he could 

to leſſen the inconveniencies which the intereſts of religion and 
learning were liable to ſuſtain; but no effectual ſteps could be taken 
to remove the calamity, ſo long as the care of his perſon, and the 
adminiſtration of affairs were entruſted to others. Unhappily for 
the ESTABLISHED CHURCH, he died in his minority; and the 
increaſing evil at length became ſo deeply rooted, as to admit of 
no remedy. l 


* ROMANS li. 22. 
+ RipI EY, Life of Dr. NicnoLas RiDLEy, p. 30 t. 
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Great. veneration, however, is due to the memory of the pious“ 


Prelate, and Proteſtant Martyr, who reſcued from the graſp of 
ö thoſe 


* Dr. Nicholas Ripley, Biſhop of London, crowned with martyrdom at 
Oxford, October 16, 1555, concerning whoſe pious counſel, from which the 
inſtitution of the Royar HoseiTarLs primarily proceeded, ſee note p. 9.—Of 
how little conſequence ſoever it may appear in the eyes of others, it muſt be a 
matter of pleaſing reflection to the Youth educated in the GRAMMAR-SCHoO0L of 
CHRisT's-HosPITAL, and ſent from thence to PEMBROKE-HaALL, CAMBRIDGE, 
that the great and good Biſhop RID LEV was firſt Scholar, then Fellow, and afterwards 
Maſter of that college; a college which may alſo. boaſt of the pious and learned Biſhop 
AnDpREWws for it's Scholar, Fellow, and Maſter. —The ingenuous mind feels an 
inexpreſſible delight in the contemplation of eminent characters: and when ſuch 
perſons formerly adorned the Society to which we belong, the ſtory of their exemplary 
lives almoſt irrefiſtibly impels to imitation ; and, when we enjoy the fruits of their 
pious beneficence, to gratitude and veneration.—It may be ſaid, I hope without 
offence, that no diſcredit hath been hitherto done to CHRIST's-HosPITH AL by the 
Studeats ſent from thence to the UNTIVERSITIES. Not to mention numerous inſtances 
that might be readily adduced of others, who have done, or who now do, honour to 
the place of their education ; we may appeal to the literary abilities of a Barnes and 
a MARKLAND; and eſteem it no diſnonour to the Houss, to have ſeen one of her 
Alumni deſeryedly preferred to the Maſterſhip of a College, and another to the 
Prelacy. To aſpire after ſuch ſucceſs might be preſumption ; to endeavour to deſerve 
it is honeſt emulation. The gifts both of nature and of fortune, for wiſe ends, are 
not conferred upon all, in the ſame degree; thoſe of Grace are denied to none, who 
neglect not to implore them. As an incitement thereunto, I commend the following 
valuable extract from Biſhop RIDLEV's Laſt Farewell to all his true and faithful friends 
in God (written a ſhort time before his Martyrdom, but not publiſhed till after his 
death, that it might have all the weight of the laſt words of a dying friend) to my 
young brethren of PEMEROEKE-HALLI. © Farewell Pembroke-Hall, of late mine 
* own College, my cure, and my charge !—Thou waſt ever named, ſince I knew 
„ thee, (which is now a thirty years ago) to be ſtudious, well learned, and a great 
e ſetter forth of Chriſt's Goſpel, and of God's true word: fo I found thee, and, 
| £6 bleſſed be God, fo I left thee indeed. Wo is me for thee, mine own dear College, 
6 if ever thou ſuifer thyſelf by any means to be brought from that trade. In thy 
„ orchard (the walls, buts, and trees, if they could ſpeak, would bear me witneſs) I 

learned 
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* 
thoſe plunderers, and obtained, from the crown, the funds for the 
eſtabliſhment and endowment of the Ro YAL HoseiTALsS. By 
this nobler proviſion for real objects of beneficence, and by the 


ſubſequent parochial maintenance of the poor, the popular objection 
againſt the ſuppreſſion of monaſteries was obviated. 


As to ED WARP, he was, without all doubt, a prince of many 
rare qualities. He ſhewed very early ſigns of a good diſpoſition, 


and of an uncommon genius. His inſtructors formed ſanguine 


expectations of his future greatneſs, from his aſſiduous application, 
and conſiderable attainments. He made no ſmall proficiency in 
languages, and was well {killed in the liberal ſciences, and polite 
arts. Nor was he leſs read in men and manners, than he was in 


books. He was acquainted with the characters of his counſellors 


-and judges, and of moſt of the chief men in the nation. When 
he converſed with foreign ambaſſadors on politics and government, 
he aſtoniſhed them with his penetration and diſcernment. To 
imprint upon his memory every thing worthy of notice, that 
paſled in the council or in the ſtate, he entered in a *Journal every 


remarkable 


6 learned without book almoſt all Paul's Epiſtles, yea and I ween all the Canonical 
« Epiſtles, fave only the Apocalypſe. Of which ſtudy, although in time a great part 
e did depart from me, yet the ſweet ſmell thereof, I truſt, I ſhall carry with me into 
heaven; for the profit thereof I think I have felt im all my life-time ever after: and 
„J ween of late (whether they abide there now or no, I cannot tell) there were 
« whodid the like. The Lord grant that this zeal and love toward that part of God's 
word, which is a key and a true commentary to all holy ſcripture, may ever abide 
„ in that College, ſo long as the world ſhall endure.” RIDpTIEx, Life of Dr. 
NicnoLas RIDLEx, p. 63). 


Lay 


* This Journal is printed at the end of the ſecond part of Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory 
of the Reformation, and was copied by the Biſhop from the original, in the Cotton 
Library, written in the King's own hand. 
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remarkable cireumſtance that occurred in either. He ſurpriſed the 
celebrated Italian Philoſopher, with the propriety of his obſervations, 
the fluency of his ſtyle, and the ſhrewdneſs of his inquiries. After 
ſpeaking of him in a ſtrain of high commendation, „urs (he 
adds) © ARE NOT STROKES OF RHETORIC, BUT SHORT OF 


« TRUTH.” Such an acknowlegement, from ſuch a man ;—from 

one, who was a profound ſcholar himſelf ;—who could have no 
intereſted: view ;—who was of another religion, and of another 

country ;—of a religion, which EDwaRD. was uſing his utmoſt 
endeavours to extirpate; and of a country, where he was pronounced 
a heretic ;—who bore this honourable teſtimony to his learning, 

when the ſubject of it was far beyond the reach of human praiſe ;— 
and who ſcrupled not to declare this, in the heart of his own: 
country ; — not only ſpeaks the liberality of the philoſopher, but is 
an indubitable proof of EDwarDd's intellectual acquirements. 


Great abilities, unleſs accompanied with the love of virtue, are 
rather to be dreaded than admired. They enable men to be more 


miſchievous, and give the world cauſe to lament their being found 
in ſuch hands. 


Not ſo the abilities of EDwarD. To theſe ſhining talents of 
the head were united all the amiable qualities of the heart. He 
t poſſeſſed, 


* The famous JERoAE CAR DAN, a phyſician at Milan, a voluminous writer, 
whoſe works conſiſt of 10 volumes in folio. He waited upon KING EDWARD in 
| LonDoN in 1552, when he diſcovered ſuch talents in that Prince, as aſtoniſhed him. 
The learned reader may fee the excellent character which he has given of the young 
Monarch, in his own words, in the Collection of Records, ſubjoined to Bp. Burnet's 
Hiſt. of the Reform. part 2, book 1, No. Or by conſulting CAR DAN 's Works, tom. 
3. lib, 8. cap. 40, p. 147. & tom. 5. lib, 12. De GENITURIS, p. 503, &c. 


CF 


poſſeſſed, in an eminent degree, a ſweetneſs of temper, which 
inſenſibly engaged the affections of mankind. He was of a mild 
and gentle diſpeſition, and of a tender and compaſſionate ſoul. He 
abhorred the cruel, perſecuting ſpirit, which marked the times 
in which he lived; and with hard reluctance yielded to the impor- 
tunate entreaties of thoſe, who had the moſt influence over him, 
to condemn men to the ſtake for errors in religion ; and when 
once, at the ſolicitation of C RAN MER, & he ſigned the warrant for 
an execution, he expreſſed his diſapprobation of what he had done, 
by more than tears. He had not ſo learned Chriſt, as vainly to 
imagine that, by offering human ſacrifices, he could do a God of 
mercy ſervice. While he ſupported the dignity of a crown, as 
became the exalted character of a Britiſh Prince, he condeſcended, 
as occaſion offered, in a manner becoming his youth. His ear 


was always open to the petitions of the meaneſt of his ſubjects, 


and his hand extended to the relief of their neceſlities. Elevated to 
the ſummit of human grandeur, from whence little is ſeen of the 
ſufferings of miſery and diſtreſs ;—where poverty and want, hunger 
and thirſt, cold and nakedneſs, are known only by their names ;— 
he pitied the ſevere lot of the unfortunate and wretched. We need 
no other proof of this, than theſe his benevolent inſtitutions. 


* Although the conduct of CRAN MER in this particular cannot be defended, much 
leſs approved, yet ſome allowance ought to be made for the temper of the times. But 
whatever cenſure may fall on the Arch-biſhop, EDdw ar D's youth muſt plead His excuſe. 
How averſe he was to put the unfortunate perſon to death, appears from his continuing 
long unmoved by the perſuaſions of CRAN MER: and when by mere importunity he was 
prevailed upon to yield, in ſubſcribing his name he ſaid, “that he would lay all the 
charge thereof upon the Archbiſhop, before Gop.”” See the Life and Raigne of 
King EDwarD VI, by Sir JohN HAT WARP, p. 7. 


* Though 


N | | 
„Though laſt, not leaſt, was EDwaRD's piety towards God. 
At an age of life, when the minds of moſt are captivated with trifling 


amuſements and youthful pleaſures, he entertained a ſerious ſenſe 
of the infinite love of the world's great Redeemer, and the impor- 


tance of religion. At the head of a ſplendid court, replete with 


gay allurements and temptations ;—where irreligion and diſſipation, 
folly and vice, are the too frequent attendants ;—and whence 


. devotion 1s baniſhed, as an impertinent intruder, he neglected nat 


to diſcharge his duty to his God, 


What a lovely form doth Chriſtianity wear, when preſented to 
us in the perſon of a yYounG MAN! But how doth it excel in 


lovelineſs, when it comes recommended in the perſon of a yYounG 


MonaARcu ! It then ſheds it's happy influence far and near, and 


_ excites both to admiration and imitation. 


And here, by the way, permit me to recommend this part of 
EpwaARD's character + to You, MY YOUNG FRIENDS, Who are 
foſtered beneath his hoſpitable roof. Copy the early piety of your 


Founder. Remember your God and Saviour, in the days of your 
youth. This is the beſt return you can make for his liberality, 


* BisHop BURNET mentions an anecdote of KING EDwarD, which well deſerves 
to be recorded, as it ſerves to ſhew his early reſpe& to Religion, and his reverence for 
the Word of Gop. When he was once in one of his childiſh diverſions, ſomewhat 
ce being to be reached at, that he and his companions were too low for, one of them 
laid on the floor a great Bible that was in the room, to ſtep on; which he beholding 
with indignation, took up the Bible himſelf, and gave over his play for that time.“ 
Hiſt. of Reform, part 2. book 1. page 2. 


+ The Children of Chriſt's-Hoſpital. 
the 


.. 
the higheſt honour you can pay to his beloved memory. Eſteem 
this the friendly admonition of one, who, © for his brethren and 
* companions' ſakes, wiſhes you proſperity ;"—who never thinks, but 
with the moſt pleaſing recollection, on the happy days, when he 
received a Chriſtian and liberal education within. thoſe neighbouring 
walls ;—who embraces, with pleaſure, this opportunity of paying 
the tribute of a thankful heart, to the good Providence of a gracious 
God, and to the Memory of a munificent Founder ;—and who 
acknowleges himſelf indebted, under God, for whatever ability he 
hath to advance the divine glory, or the preſent and future welfare 
of himſelf or others, to the leſſons he was taught, to the examples 
ſet before him, and to the habits of duty and diligence, to which 
he was then accuſtomed. 


But while we diſcharge the debt which is due to the royal 
bounty which founded theſe Hoſpitals, we muſt not forget * the 


pious 


* The firſt deſign of founding theſe Hoſpitals was ſuggeſted to the King by the 
good Biſhop already mentioned. He took occaſion, in a Sermon preached before the 
King, to ſet forth the greater obligation upon perſons of higher rank, to be eminent 
in works of charity. EDwaRD needed little incitement to well-doing. He applied 
tne exhortation to himſelf, and ſending for the Preacher, after having repeated the 
principal heads of the Sermon, added, “I took myſelf to be eſpecially touched by 
« your ſpeech, as well in regard of the abilities which God hath given me, as 
«in regard of the example which from me He will require; for as in the 
« kingdom I am next under God, ſo muſt I moſt nearly approach to him in goodneſs 
« and mercy; for as our miſeries ſtand moſt in need from him, ſo are we 
« the greateſt debtors ; debtors to all that are miſerable, and ſhall be the greateſt 
«« accomptants of our diſpenſations therein. And therefore, my Lord, as you have 
ce given me, I thank you, this general exhortation, ſo direct me, I entreat you, by what 

particular actions I may beſt diſcharge my duty this way,” The Biſhop, aſtoniſhed 
and overjoyed at the condeſcenſion of the King, was for a while unable to make 


any 
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pious counſel which adviſed, nor the ſage wiſdom which planned 


them; nor ſhould we paſs over in ſilence the humanity of the 


nation 


any reply; at length, with tears, he anſwered, that as he little expected ſuch a 
queſtion, he was not furniſhed with an anſwer. At his own deſire, he was ſent, 
in the King's name, to the Lord Mayor of London, Sik RIcHARD Dosses, to conſult 
with bim, and the Court of Aldermen, upon ſome plan of charity, the reſult of which 
conference were the Roy AL HosePiTALSs, See the Life and Raigne of KING EDWARD 
VI. by SIX JoHN HAYWAR P, p. 169. 


RI DTR, in his Laſt Farewell, &c. mentions the Chriſtian kindneſs of thoſe in office, 
in the Corporation, during his miniftry in the See of London, and turns his addreſs 
more eſpecially to Sir Richard Dobbes, in this manner: „ Thou, in thy year, didit 
« win my heart for evermore, for that honourable act, that moſt bleſſed work of God, 
« of the erection and ſetting up of Cur1sT's noLy HoseiTALs, and truly religious 
< houſes, which by thee, and through thee were begun. For thou, like a man of 
« God, when the matter was moved for the relief of Chriſt's poor members to be 
<« holpen from extreme miſery, hunger, and famine ; thy heart, I ſay, was moved 
« with pity, and as Chriſt's high honourable officer in that cauſe, thou calledſt 


„ together thy brethren, the Aldermen of the city, before whom thou brakedſt the 


matter for the poor; thou didſt plead their cauſe 3 yea, and not only in thine own 
<< perſon thou didſt ſet forth Chriſt's cauſe, but to further the matter, thou broughtedſt 


c&c me into the Council-Chamber of the city before the Aldermen alone, whom thou 
„ hadſt aſſembled there together, to hear me ſpeak what I could ſay, as an advocate, 


« by office and duty, in the poor man's cauſe. The Lord wrought with thee, and 
c pave thee the conſent of thy brethren, whereby the matter was brought to the 
C4 Common Council, and ſo to the whole body of the city; by whom, with an 
ce uniform conſent, it was committed to be drawn, ordered, and deviſed by a 
e certain number of the moſt witty citizens, and politic as could be choſen in the 
&« whole city; endued alſo with godlineſs, and with ready hearts to ſet forward ſuch 
a noble act; and they, like true and faithful miniſters, both to their city and to their 
« maſter Chriſt, ſo ordered, deviſed, and brought forth the matter, that thouſands of 
&« poor members of Chriſt, which elſe for. extreme hunger and miſery ſhould have 
% have famiſhed and periſhed, ſhall be relieved, holpen and brought up, and ſhall 
&« have cauſe to bleſs the Aldermen of that time, the Common-Council, and the 
« whole body of the city; but ESPECIALLY THEE, O DokBEs, and thoſe choſen 
« men, by whom this honourable work of God was begun and wrought ; and that 
« fo long throughout all ages, as that godly work ſhall endure ; WHICH, I pray 
« ALMIGHTY GOD, MAY BE EVER, UNTO THE WORLD'S END. AMEN.” 
RivLley, Life of DR. NIchOLAS RIDLEY, p. 640. 
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nation at large, and of this opulent city in particular, which hath 
promoted their ſucceſs, and made them the admiration of all Europe. 
To the honour of the Governors of CuzisT's-HosriTar be 


it ſpoken, that among many other extenſive improvements, and 


judicious deſigns, they have of late years afforded a better proviſion 
for the Children admitted into the Houſe, both in town and country, 


by the appointment of additional teachers that they have raiſed 
the ſalaries of the reſpective maſters and officers ;—and augmented 
the exhibitions of their ſtudents at the Univerſities. 


Could pious EDwARD ariſe from the dead, and view theſe his 
houſes of mercy ; — or if departed, unembodied ſpirits know 
aught of what paſles in the world ;—how muſt it rejoice his 
generous ſoul, conſcious that the good work, begun by his royal 
bounty, thus proſpers in your hands; and obſerving with what 
unblemiſhed fidelity, and unremitting diligence, you fulfil the 
ſacred truſt! a 


But to return to EDW ARD. It is not at all to be wondered, that 
the Engliſh hiſtorians ſhould delight to dwell on the name of a 


prince who was poſſeſſed of ſuch endearing qualities or that he 
ſhould be univerſally beloved while living, and univerſally regretted 
when dead. What fruit muſt have been expected from ſuch 
bloſſoms | What benefits to the nation from ſuch virtues ! But God 
ſaw fit to tranſlate him ſpeedily from an earthly to a heavenly 
crown. Indeed, if we reckon his life, not by length of years, but 
by his care to improve the precious hours, it may be ſaid to have 


; had. 
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( 12 ) 
had all the honours of advanced age, without it's cares and infir- | 
mities ;* for honourable age is not that which ſtandeth in length 
« of time, nor that is meaſured by number of years; but wiſdom 
<« 1s the gray hair unto men, and an unſpotted life is old age.” 
He acquired, in a ſhort ſpace, the knowlege and virtues, which 
{carce begin to appear in moſt perſons at that early period of life. 
He lived long enough (God be thanked for the Providence) to do 
an act of princely munificence, which, of itſelf, is ſufficient to preſerve 
his name in remembrance to the lateſt poſterity. © Whereſoever they 
« ſhall be diſperſed throughout the whole world, who have been 
«« reſtored to themſelves or to ſociety ;—whoſe maladies have been 


« healed, or who. have been fed and educated by his bounty there 
* ſhall alſo this which he did be told for a memorial of him.” 


+ If we attentively peruſe the annals of his reign, and mark the 
general neglect of the nation to improve the bleſſing of ſo good a 
monarch, we need not wonder that the Almighty ſhould be provoked 


to deprive the people, by one blow, both of their religion and of 
their prince ;—that he ſhould, in his diſpleaſure, remove from the 
throne a ſovereign, who ſeemed to have been raiſed up by his Pro- 
vidence for ſome extraordinary purpoſes, and ſend them one to rule 
over them with a rod of iron. & He pleaſed God, and was beloved 
of 


* WISDOM iv. 8, 9. ä 
+ See BURN ET's Hiſt, of Reform. (from BIsHO H RIDLEX) part 2. book 1. page 


227. and part 3. book 4. page 216. See alſo ColLIER's Eccles. Hiſt. (from 
CAMBDEN) part 2. book 4. page 331. 


$ Wi1sDoOM iv. IO, 13, 14, 15, 16. 


„ 5 
« of him; ſo that living among ſinners, he was tranſlated :—he, 
being made perfect in a ſhort time, fulfilled a long time: for 
* his ſoul pleaſed the Lord; therefore haſted he to take him away 
« from among the wicked. This the people ſaw, and underſtood 


„it not, neither laid up this in their minds, that his grace and 
% mercy is with his ſaints, and that he hath reſpect unto his 
« choſen. Thus the rightequs, that is dead, ſhall condemn the 
„ ungodly, which are living; and youth, that is ſoon perfected, 
the many years and old age of the unrighteous.“ 


When we turn our thoughts to the many great mercies which 
God hath beſtowed on this highly favoured ifle, during a period of 
above two centuries ;—from the demiſe of EDwa RD, to the preſent 
times ;—when we recollect the ſhortneſs of the ſucceeding reign, 
which deprived our anceſtors of their religious and civil liberties, 
and brought them again under the galling yoke of bondage; — when 
we call to mind the long continuance of ELIZABETH upon the 
throne, under whom the Proteſtant Religion was reſtored and 
eſtabliſhed ;—when we think upon the many ſignal deliverances 
which we have ſince experienced ;—and that we are till in quiet 
poſſeſſion of our religion and laws; let the ſenſe of our happineſs 
awaken us to the diſcharge of our duty to our great Defender and 
Preſerver, and excite all ranks and orders of men among us, to live 
in habits of holineſs and virtue, 


To conclude. Permit me, with that freedom and plainneſs, 
which become the ſacred place and character in which I now ſpeak, 
yet mixed with that deference and reſpect which the dignity of your 
ge? office 
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( 14 ), 

office requires; to remind you the Honovuraete MAGISTRATEs, here 
aſſembled, that it is a duty incumbent upon you, as the Miniſters of 
God *, not to ſuffer the laws againſt profaneneſs and immorality to 
be broken with impunity. It lieth upon You, as guardians of the 
public morals; to be a * terror to evil works.“ Iam no advocate for 
rigid ſeverity. Would God, that the labours of Chriſtian Miniſters 
ſucceeded more, than alas ! they do; and that men would be 
prevailed upon, by the-gentler and more ingenuous means of 


admonition and perſuaſion, to live as becometh diſciples of the holy 


Jesvs ! It is by ſuch methods only, we well know, that they will 
ever become Chriſtians : but when thele our endeavours fail, ſuffer 
not, we entreat you, daring ſinners to blaſpheme the ſacred Name 
of God, to profane the Chriſtian Sabbath, and to corrupt others 
by their wicked blaſphemies and practices, in bold defiance of the 
laws of God, and of the land ! This ancient city, over which you 
have the honour to preſide, is, confeſſedly, a pattern to the whole 
world, in the multitude and excellency of it's charities. May it 
become renowned for every other good work. May it be as eminent 
for piety towards God, and faith in Ixsus, as it is for compaſſion to 
man. May it's magiſtrates be able men, d ſuch as fear God, men of 
0 truth, hating covetouſneſs. May all it's inhabitants, in their 
ſeveral ſtations and callings, live as becometh good citizens, and 
good Chriſtians. May it flouriſh in trade and commerce, and in the 
cultivation and improvement of whatever is uſeful or ornamental. 


* ROMANS xiii. 4. F RoMaANS xiii, 3. $ Exopus xviii. 21. 


And, 


( 19.9 
And, finally, may theſe it's Ro VAL. FoNDATTO&Ns be, to 
lateſt poſterity, a monument of EpwWARPD's fame, and an incitement 
to future generoſity, May they ever advance the excellent ends of 
their inſtitution, May they redound to the glory of God, and the 
happineſs of mankind, May they never want the hand of opulence 
to aſſiſt, of prudence to direct, and of Providence to proſper 
them, And may all, who contribute to their welfare, be bleſſed 
in their deed, May they add to their love for others a heart 
devoted to God, and a life employed to his honour and from 
ſerving Him faithfully upon earth, in ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and 
godlineſs, may they be admitted, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to praiſe and adore Him for ever in heaven, 
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